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Mr. Bonar Law said, " I can imagine no length of resistance to which Ulster will go in which I shall not be ready to support them."
"'Ulster will fight"
At the end of September the Ulstermen held a mass meeting near Belfast, at which an immense number signed a " Covenant" .pledging themselves to " use all means which may be necessary to defeat the present conspiracy to set up a Home Rule Parliament in Ireland." Sir Edward Carson, a distinguished Irish lawyer and former Attorney-General in a Unionist Government, was chosen as leader of the movement, and had for his aide-de-camp and " galloper," Mr. R E. Smith, another distinguished lawyer and a future Lord Chancellor. Sir Edward said before he went to Ireland that he intended to " break every law that is possible," and Mr. Smith said that he would not shrink from the consequences of " his convictions, not though the whole fabric of the Commonwealth be convulsed." In the next few months the Covenanters set to work to arm and drill, and, though some Englishmen were still incredulous and regarded these performances as Irish opera boujje, there was no longer any serious doubt that the Ulstermen were preparing to resist Home Rule by force, or that in this they had the active support of the British Unionist party.
"When the Home Rule Bill was being drafted there had been much discussion in the Cabinet as to whether Ulster or the six Protestant counties should not be excluded from it, but at that time it seemed the more heroic course to make at least an effort to save the ideal of a United Ireland, and only to yield if at a later stage it was judged wiser to do so. Moreover, the Government had no guarantee that conceding this point wouldabate the opposition to their measure as a whole, for the Ulstermen had declared their objection to Home Rule for aay part of Ireland, and many English Unionists had a strong sentiment _ against leaving the Unionist minority in ^ South Ireland isolated, as they would be if the North were cut off from the South. But as events were now developing this decision placed the Government in a position of great difficulty. They could not yield to these threats without greaton Julyh ParEajnmt at least oneclamour of these times.consult the Chairman of Ways andto that portion, and the King did no more than promise t0:}pTC effect to die decision of the people, provided that ifccisjba was tinambiguously expressed on an issue clearly c^lafaed to than, fe order to place that beyond doubt the King imbted that the Parliament Bill, which had been read a fest tone in the Hoose of Commons, should be submitted to the House of Lords also befoire the election, and to that Asquith agreed* tordsf* Commons and jmbEc were thus apprised in of the proposals which were now submitted to theut Egypt by giving
